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SJSU’s ‘Green pioneer’ dead at 70
Amber Simons
Staff Writer
The unexpected death of
Glenn Schiavo’s uncle, Frank
Schiavo, last week, prompted
him to say he feels sad for his
2-year-old daughter.
“In our immediate family,
it’s the biggest loss for her,
that she doesn’t get to grow
up knowing him, because
there really is nobody that
I’ve ever known that’s like
him,” he said. “He’s such a
neat person … There just isn’t
going to be somebody like
that again.”
Schiavo died of a heart
attack at the age of 70, said
his sister, Janice SchiavoSchuhe.
Schiavo, a former SJSU
lecturer, has been featured in many past Spartan
Daily issues, most notably for his self-sustaining,

solar-powered house.
“Always into projects,
Frank was a man of many
talents,” said Ed Hodges, a
friend of Schiavo.
Hodges said that he and
Schiavo would repair their
houses together.
“We met at a graduate class at San Jose State
when we were both becoming teachers. It was in 1966,”
Hodges said.
Hodges said Schiavo had a
“Do as I say, because what I
say is what I do” attitude.
Frank Schuhe, Schiavo’s
brother-in-law, said Schiavo
didn’t want to waste anything, and he didn’t throw
anything away.
“He not only taught about
his environment and lifestyle,
but he did it,” he said.
Schiavo was always up for
challenges, Hodges said.
“He’s probably the most

famous person that I know,
because of his accomplishments and all the stuff that
he has done for the environment,” he said.
Hodges said Schiavo was
involved in the start of Earth
Day.
In 1970, Gaylord Nelson,
an SJSU alumnus and former governor and senator
from Wisconsin, founded
Earth Day, according to the
SJSU Web site. In February
of 1970, students at SJSU
purchased and buried a car
on campus to build environmental awareness, according
to the SJSU Web site.
“The famous car that was
buried on campus … it was
a protest, but it was part
of a week’s activities which
then eventually became the
beginning of Earth Day and
Frank was one of the people
who helped organize that,”

Hodges said.
In the 1970s, Schiavo received the “Teacher of the
World” award in environmental studies, Hodges said.
Hodges said he considers
Schiavo to be one of the top
10 professors in SJSU’s history.
Schiavo’s sister, Janice
Schiavo-Schuhe, said she
thinks his greatest achievement was teaching thousands
of students to pass on his
message.
“He’s the man who talked the talk and walked the
walk,” said Ralph Schardt, a
friend and former student of
Schiavo.
Schardt said Schiavo
owned very few electronic
devices and worked on being
more in tune with the environment.

See SCHIAVO, Page 3

Cesar Chavez monument
receiving makeover
Kevin Hume
Staff Writer
Work has begun on updating
the Cesar E. Chavez Memorial
Arch, said Ron Loforti, a carpenter for facilities, development and
operations at SJSU.
Workers from the Facilities
Development and Operations carpenter shop pulled down the Cesar
Chavez mosaic last Wednesday to
allow artist Judith Baca to complete a planned extension of the
piece, Loforti said.
“The artist is going to be coming back here to San Jose State,
and she’s going to continue the
mural up to the top of the glass
portion of the whole monument,”
Loforti said.
Larry Carr, SJSU associate vice
president of public affairs, said
this project is happening to maintain the monument for years to
come.
“You want to go back to make
sure that it’s done in a way that
will last for the amount of time
we need it to, and lower our maintenance costs, and to continue to
look the way we want it to, to memorialize the man,” Carr said.
Maricela Noguez, a junior business marketing major, said she
was happy to see the monument

See CHAVEZ, Page 3
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Workers remove damaged tiling from the Cesar E. Chavez Memorial Arch on
Wednesday afternoon.
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Frank Schiavo, an SJSU professor of environmental studies for 17
years, was found dead in his home on Tuesday.

No applicants
for Ph.D. program
Lidia Gonzalez
Staff Writer
With the application deadline less
than a week away, there has not been
one SJSU applicant for this year’s Chancellor’s Doctoral Incentive Program,
said Cassandra Kapell, the administrative assistant for the office of graduate
studies and research.
Monday, Feb. 8 is the deadline for
the Chancellor’s Doctoral Incentive
Program for 2010-11, according to California State University's Web site.
Heidi Pendleton, SJSU professor
and chair of occupational therapy, said
the program is tremendously beneficial
for students who are serious about pursuing their doctorates.
Pendleton said she was among the
first group of recipients to be awarded
into the program when it was introduced in 1990.
Professor Winifred Schultz-Krohn,
also part of occupational therapy and
past recipient of Chancellor's Doctoral
Incentive Program, said the program
was instrumental in allowing her to
maintain employment.
She said it was an amazing way of
supporting people who are working toward receiving their doctorate.
Pendleton said the program is a
noteworthy asset to a career, but difficult to recommend because it may be
hard to find a job because of the recent
recession.
The program loans up to $10,000
per year, up to a total of $30,000, ac-

cording to the Chancellor's Doctoral Incentive Program application for 201011.
The application has additional incentives to the program, such as repayment over a 15-year period, a 12-month
grace period after completion of doctorate, and 20 percent is forgiven for each
full year of service in a full-time CSU
instructional faculty position.
In addition to the incentives, the
application confirms partial forgiveness to those who successfully complete
their doctorate and are working part
time at a CSU.
It is an incentive to give back to the
system that helped educate you, ShultzKrohn said.
Jennifer Bowman, senior child development major, who has never heard
of the program, said the recession is a
huge setback for students aiming to be
a CSU professor.
“Is it better to get a job or be a student?” she said.
Bowman said there are perks. She
said the incentive about forgiving 20
percent a year is almost like an employment bonus.
“I don’t usually receive applications
until three days before the due date,”
Kapell said.
The quantity of students applying is
not large, but the qualifications of those
who do apply are superb, Kapell said.
“We spam the campus as much as
possible,” Kapell said.

See PHD, Page 3
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Audio Feature: “All About Dad” director and writer talks about the film.
Slideshow: View photos from the gymnastics team practice.
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Slideshow: Women’s basketball team falls to Fresno State 68-31 on Saturday.
Video: Men’s basketball team defeats Hawaii 83-60 on Thursday.
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Spartans dine for Haitian relief
Eric Van Susteren
Staff Writer
Monday night’s Dinner and
Entertainment Fundraiser for
Haiti in Campus Village Building B brought 154 students and
raised $1,125.45.
“We thought it was important
to offer residents a way to get involved,” said Ellie Harris, one of
the coordinators for the event.
The money raised during
the event went to a nonprofit
organization called the Pantry,
which is sending two shipping
containers containing 250,000
meals that go directly to Haiti,
Harris said.
“As students we have the responsibility to reach out to our
less-fortunate neighbors and respond to a crisis when we have
the resources to do so,” said Stephen Meggers, the second coordinator of the event.
Meggers said that for every
dollar raised at the fundraiser, Haitians would receive 19
meals.
The money was raised
through donations but also
through raffle ticket sales and
auctioned items. The prizes for
both the raffle and auction were
mostly gift cards from various
companies whose values ranged

from $20 to $250.
“Overall, I was happy with
the atmosphere and the money
that was raised,” Harris said.
Mingzhe Li, a graduate student majoring in computer science, attended the fundraiser,
which was organized by the Resident Hall Association of Building B.
“A lot of people hear about
Haiti on the news but don’t attend the actual events, he said.
“This really puts it in our faces
and gives us an opportunity to
actually do something about it.”
“It’s a good way to bring people together who have a common goal to help others,” said
Marty Barker, a senior business
management major.
Students at the event were
given free sandwiches, salads,
drinks and cookies but were encouraged to donate to the cause.
Max Guirand, a native Haitian living the United States,
said he came to the event to
speak about his homeland.
“I left my heart in Haiti,” he
said. “It’s a beautiful country.”
Guirand said he praised God
and President Obama for his
swift action in sending help to
Haiti.
“I like that the world is united
to help Haiti,” he said.

Guirand said he has had very
limited contact with his friends
and relatives in Haiti since the
earthquake.
“I talked with one cousin in
Haiti,” he said. “He was so happy to hear my voice but we lost
connection. Communication is
still very limited.”
The entertainment for the
night featured two sets including Headhunters, a local breakdancing group.
“It’s only right that we help
out Haiti, helping the underprivileged is what we do,” said a
member of the group.
Also featured was B.E.A.T.S.,
a local band featuring rap, vocal,
beat box and keyboard. Two of
the members of B.E.A.T.S., Robbie Ocampo and Stacy Dudero
are SJSU alumni.
“We came out tonight to let
other people know that we’re
here to support the cause,” Ocampo said.
The event was organized by
resident advisers at Campus Village Building B. Advisers are
required to put on eight such
events each semester.
This
event was particularly large
and required the work of all of
the staff, said Mike Palmieri, a
Residential Life Coordinator for
Building B.

Arya Ghavamian / Contributing Photographer

Max Guirand speaks about Haiti, his home country, to students at the dinner and entertainment fundraiser for Haiti on Monday night.

University initiates study
on immigration at workshop
Jasmine Duarte
Staff Writer
About 70 people attended
an SJSU global innovation and
immigration workshop Friday
that introduced the launch of
SJSU’s new study that will focus on immigration and its different components.
The Silicon Valley is known
for being one of the most diverse
cities in California and SJSU
is no exception, said Michael
Conniff, director of global studies and chair of the Silicon Valley center for global innovation
and immigration.
“This is a good place for research,” he said.
Conniff said he wants students to be more than just students.
“I want the students to become researchers, to go out
into the community and help
do research on immigration,
and I want professors to go out
of the university to form teams
of researchers,” he said.
“Immigration is such a complex study that help is needed
from all disciplines,” Conniff
said.
The workshop had presentations from two researchers,
anthropology Professor Jan
English-Lueck with “Deep Diversity and Silicon Valley” and
geography Assistant Profes-

sor Katherine Richardson with
“The New Location Advantage:
Using the Power of Place to Attract Global Talent.”
“I am really honored to
watch this workshop with a really broad concept,” said English-Lueck.
In her presentation, she
talked about different social
classes in the San Jose and
looking at people’s day-to-day
life and examining the immigrant experience.
English-Lueck said she
talked about identity, and how
immigration identity changes
from community to community.
“Silicon Valley and SJSU
are centers of global flows,” she
said.
English-Lueck also said in
her presentation that, second
to Miami, San Jose has the
highest number of immigrants
and that deep diversity affects
the youth and the community.
Richardson said some companies who are open to having
a global labor force and open to
this idea have the potential to
succeed.
In her presentation, Richardson used a company in
Canada as an example, citing
how the company was able to
employ people from Seattle and
have them once a week travel to
Vancouver for a meeting.

Richardson encouraged individuals to not fear working
out of the country, because it
may provide better opportunities than where a person might
be currently.
Timothy Hegstrom, dean of
the SJSU College of Social Sciences, said he would encourage
students to travel and study
abroad to see what opportunities the world has to offer.
The global studies major
at SJSU is one of the few programs that requires students to
study abroad, Hegstrom said.
English-Lueck said that
students and other people at
the workshop gained the ability to question what they know
or what they think they know
about immigration.
“Students should study
abroad, but also talk to strangers, because the truth is that
the world has come here as
well,” she said.
“I didn’t know what to expect exactly,” senior sociology
major Roberto Garcia-Ceballos
said.
Garcia-Ceballos said he
found English-Lueck’s presentation interesting, but said he
still felt the presentation did
not focus on local issues and felt
that more information about
immigration life in San Jose
should have been discussed in
the presentation.

Music, friendship
transcends Haiti disaster
she said she was living in the
Queens borough of New York
City and Joseph was living in
After a earthquake struck the Bronx while getting a masthe country of Haiti on Jan. ter’s degree from the Juilliard
12, all one SJSU faculty mem- School of Music.
Mok said she would have
ber could think about was her
Joseph over for dinner as their
friend of 28 years.
Gwendolyn Mok, coordina- friendship developed over the
tor of keyboard studies, said years and that she marveled at
she rushed to the computer in Joseph’s attitude when they
first startan attempt
ed
their
to
locate
friendship.
Haitian vio“ H e
linist Romel
never felt
Joseph.
sorry for
“ T h i s
himself,”
is about a
she said.
friendship
“That
is
Travis Soper
that started
how
he
in
1982,” Sophomore physiology
has made
Mok said. “It
it so far.
is a friendship that started a school, and He has always been a positive
a friendship that got reunited person.”
According to the Miami
by tragedy.”
Mok, one of the coordina- Herald, Joseph broke his legs
tors behind a Feb. 7 benefit and left hand, and may never
concert at SJSU to help raise be able to play violin again.
Mok said Joseph’s outlook
money for Haiti, said Joseph,
50, was trapped under the on life remains positive and
rubble of his destroyed New that he wants to rebuild his
Victorian School (of music school.
She said Joseph would talk
for impoverished children) in
Port-au-Prince for 18 hours about his dreams of moving
back to Haiti and opening a
before he was rescued.
She said most of the 300 school for music and said that
students were not in the Joseph moved back to Haiti in
building, the dead included 1991 after he received his deJoseph’s wife, who was seven gree.
Mok spoke of being invited
months pregnant.
“It is good to know that our by Joseph for a benefit concert
school is getting involved,” in Port-au-Prince that she and
sophomore physiology major other artists would headline.
“I was glad to help Romel,”
Travis Soper said. “It is a good
way for people to help and she said. “I enjoyed what we
to get introduced to classical did and that it was helping
fulfill his dream of opening a
music.”
Mok said she first met Jo- school.”
Mok said her music helped
seph in 1982, when she was
invited to a music festival in raise money for what Joseph
Massachusetts. At the time, used to create the New VictoMatt Santolla
Staff Writer

“

It is good to
know people are
getting involved.

”

rian School in Port-au-Prince.
The school was completely
demolished in the Jan 12.
earthquake that struck the
country, according to the Miami Herald.
“I think anybody that is trying to help a friend it is a good
thing,” said undeclared freshman Will Scharninghausen.
“I’m proud to be a Spartan. I’m
proud to be an American.”
After 1994, Mok said
she lost contact with Joseph, so when she heard
about the earthquake she
rushed to find out about her
friend.
She said she and Joseph
reconnected after she found
out that he was in a Miami
hospital.
Mok said she decided to
use music to raise money for
Haiti and to help rebuild Joseph’s school.
“I went to Yale, I could have
been a lawyer or done something else,” she said. “But I
choose music. It is what I want
to do with my life.”
Mok said she has raise
money through music for such
causes as China’s earthquake
in 2008.
“It was the way I was
raised,” she said. “That is my
mission in life, to use my music to help people.”
On Feb. 7 at 7:30 p.m. SJSU
school of music and dance will
be putting on a benefit concert
to raise money to help rebuild
Haiti, Mok said.
Admission is free and seating is limited, but people are
encouraged to text “Haiti” to
90999 to donate $10 to the
Red Cross or to have your
checkbooks ready to donate to
the Walenstein Musical Organization, she said.
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Students react to Obama’s first year
“It’s a hard job and there
will be mistakes no matter
what,” she said. “It’s not just
him though. There are people
in his ear telling him what to
do, but the blame is always on
him.”
Christensen said that
Obama is doing a good job
of keeping an objective
approach to policies, even if
it means defying some of his
supporters.
“While his Afghanistan
policy disappointed some
of his supporters, it should
be clear that he arrived at it
through careful deliberations
that took all perspectives into
account,” Christensen said.
He said President Obama
demonstrated his determination to move forward after he
admitted to the failures of his
first year during the State of
the Union address, but that it
remains to be seen whether
Congress is ready to move
with him.
Political science lecturer

Fred Keeley said that Obama
has made “extraordinary”
progress in terms of the way
the nation views and feels
about itself.
“The nation’s stature in
the world is different now,”
Keeley said. “The last administration had a very arrogant
view of the role the United
States’ relationships had with
rest of the world. There used
to be no sense of urgency to
get things done.”
He said that Obama should
keep a close eye on unemployment rates in upcoming
months.
“I expect jobs and the
economy will be very high on
the list,” Keeley said. “Obama
correctly believes that the
state of the economy will be
the metric used by voters in
November in terms of midterm elections. You will see
him very active in pushing for
Congress to deliver on any action they can that creates jobs
and stimulates the economy.”
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David Bruck, associate dean for the office of graduate studies and research, said
he would like to see more applicants.
Bruck said the department sends out
notices to the entire school as well as
announcing the Chancellor's Doctoral Incentive Program on the graduate studies
and research Web site.
Bruck said he and his staff would like
to increase exposure.
Putting information in the career
center is a good way to broadcast the
Chancellor's Doctoral Incentive Program,
Bruck said.
More specifically, Pendleton said the
program needs specific communication
to people who can directly be affected by
the program.
Having worked for the office of graduate studies and research for five years,
Kapell approximates that there is an 85
percent success rate of applicants from
our school.
Kapell said it's not extremely competitive.
“We are one of the easiest campuses to
judge,” Kapell said.

when it opened and wants to see
repairs done.
“It looks discolored,” Noguez
said. “I think it could use a lot of
good repairs.”
Carr said the renovation will
include setting the Chavez mosaic
into the monument so that it will
be better protected.
The four murals that surround
the monument are also planned to
be turned into mosaics and a dedication plaque will be added to face
the Chavez mosaic, Carr said.
Carr said a quote from Chavez
will be sandblasted into the outside of the monument.
An additional coat of stucco will
be put on the monument to protect
it from cracking, Carr said.
He said infrastructure work will
be done on the fountain to make it
work better.
Work is expected to be complete by July 2010, Carr said.
A monument dedicated to
Cesar Chavez had been in the
works for many years, Carr said.
Carr said the groundbreaking
occurred close to eight years ago.
Afterward, efforts were focused
on designing the monument and
fundraising.
“The idea always was this
would be a project that wasn’t just
by and from San Jose State,” Carr
said. “Cesar Chavez began his life’s
work and his movement right here
in San Jose.”
Chavez engaged SJSU students
to take part in the movement, Carr
said, so the university wanted to
pay tribute to his work.
“We wanted it to symbolize the
role of the greater community and
the campus together in what symbolized the man and the mission,”
he said.
Freshman microbiology major
Johnathan Chiem said the monument was important because of the
depictions of the farm workers.
“It’s sort of fighting for their
rights, and everybody else’s,” he
said.
Maintenance on the monument
has been made difficult because of
budget cuts, Carr said.
An area that has proven especially difficult has been the fountain, as it requires regular maintenance, Carr said.
“With the budget cuts we have
today, it’s difficult to get those
things fixed,” he said.
Erin Mahaffie, a sophomore
hospitality, tourism and event
management major, said the fountain needs to be working.
“I think it looks bad,” Mahaffie
said. “It looks dirty and doesn’t
look appealing to the eye.”
Carr said work was being done
to make the fountain work better,
and may still be ongoing.
Matt Yee, a sophomore mechanical engineering major, said
he would like to see the monument
complete again.
“It kind of looks off without the
one picture,” Yee said. “They already put it up, so they might as
well finish it.”

President Barack Obama’s
first year in the White House
is getting mixed reviews from
political analysts — a year in
which the nation experienced
its fair share of highs and
lows, as well as a “refresher”
on Intro to Political Science,
said an SJSU political science
professor.
“Obama ran into a buzz
saw of resistance and we all
got a refresher on our Political Science 001 lesson,” said
political science Professor
Terry Christensen.
Christensen said the lesson was on the balance of
powers and was evident when
Congress was “less than supportive” and thus limited
Obama’s presidential powers
in his first year.
He said Obama inherited
a tough economic situation,
but that he had some significant successes in 2009, such

as his educational reforms
and environmental initiatives. Christensen said that
Obama’s reputation so far
could be tattered by a few major defeats.
“The big disappointments
have been on healthcare and
unemployment, as well as
delayed action on issues like
immigration and gay rights,”
he said.
Senior accounting major
Kim Nguyen said she thinks
the president has tried to
tackle major issues without
the full backing of Congress.
“Obama has tried to take
on a lot of tough issues,” she
said. “I wish republicans
would work more with him
instead of against him just to
spite him. It’s only going to
get a lot harder for him.”
Junior kinesiology major Julianna Smith said the
president is not always the
one to blame, especially with
the economy that Obama acquired.

SCHIAVO

Spartan film director’s work recognized
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Donovan Farnham
Staff Writer

“We called him the
‘MML,’ the man, the myth
and the legend,” said
Schardt, who knew Schiavo
for about 12 years after taking his classes in environmental studies at SJSU.
Schardt said Schiavo
was a great teacher.
“He is the most nonpreachy environmentalist
I’ve ever met in my life,” he
said.
Schuhe, Janice’s husband, said Schiavo was
soft-spoken and nonintrusive, but powerful in his
message and in his friendliness.
“If you met him, you
liked him, and you were influenced by him,” he said.
Schiavo-Schuhe
said
her brother was a funloving human being who
was also environmentally sound, but that she
still sees him as her crazy
brother.
“Frank’s got a weird
sense of humor, kind of
corny,” Hodges said. “He
loves to tell jokes and stories.
“And you have to be
careful because sometimes his stories sound
real, but they’re setting
you up for a joke so you
have to be thinking, ‘Is this
for real, or is this one of
Frank’s famous trickster
jokes?’”
The family hopes to
hold a memorial service
for Schiavo at SJSU but is
still in the planning stages,
Glenn Schiavo said.

A student-made film was
named one of Asian Pacific Arts
top 10 features by Asian-American directors.
The film “All About Dad”
credits SJSU graduate Mark
Tran for writing and directing
and the film was produced by
Spartan Film Studios, which is
part of the television, radio, film
and theatre department.
According to the web magazine Asian Pacific Arts Web site,
the film came in eighth place and
is ranked among other featurelength studio and independent
films. Other films on the top 10
list were “Jennifer’s Body” and
Ang Lee’s “Taking Woodstock,”
which came in ninth place.
“It’s kind of cool to be compared to films like Ang Lee’s
film.” Tran said. “It was a big
honor because our film was
made on a micro budget.”
Nick Martinez, co-director of
Spartan Film Studios, said the
budget for Spartan Film Studios
runs for less than $100,000 and
that some films can run for less
than $20,000.
Martinez said the size of the
budget isn’t off-putting for the
studio because a story makes the
difference.
“It's all about story, that's
what it comes down to,” he said.
“You can forgive a lot of things
in a film if you have a great
story.”
Asian Pacific Arts is an online
magazine that is published by
the University of Southern California for the purpose of recognizing Asian influence in global
popular culture, according to
the Asian Pacific Arts Web site.

Michelle Gachet / Spartan Daily

Mark Tran
“All About Dad” was named
one of its top 10 because of its
emotionally honest story, according to the Web site.
The “All About Dad” Web site
states the film has been featured
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in 11 festivals around the country including San Jose's Cinequest film festival, where it tied
for the Audience Award, and the
Los Angeles Asian Pacific Film
Festival, where Tran won a jury
prize for best first feature film.
Matt Woody, a senior radio,
television and film major, said
the success of “All About Dad”
gives the department some credibility.
“It validates the program
itself and lets us know that
we're not out here spinning our
wheels,” Woody said. “We're
actually doing something that
people are going to watch and
enjoy. It definitely lets me know
that taking the steps here can
lead to success.”
“All About Dad” was filmed
over the summer by students
studying in the television, radio,

film and theatre department, and
is the fifth feature-length film
the department has produced
from a summerlong shooting
schedule, Martinez said.
He said the next project the
department will work on for
the summer is still undetermined but will be decided later
this year by the directors of the
Spartan Film Studios.
“In the next couple of months,
student teams will come up to
us with a proposal for a movie
and we read it and we see which
project is viable and pick one for
the summer,” Martinez said.
Barnaby Dallas, co-director
of Spartan Film Studios, said
that in February, Spartan Film
Studios will debut two more
films, “Super Hero Party Clown”
and “Cheer up, Sam," in local
theaters.

TODAY

TOMORROW

Help Develop an SJSU
Mobile App
Engineering 189, from 3:00 to
5:00 p.m., contact Cyril Manning, SJSU Director
of Communications
at (408) 924-1174
for more information.

Author/Illustrator Matt
Tavares on Henry Aaron’s
Dream
King Library, Rms 225/229,
2nd Floor, When: Wed, Feb 3,
7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.,
contact Lorraine Oback
at lorraine.oback@sjlibrary.org
or call (408) 808-2183.
“Road Trip, Birth of Car
Culture” Exhibit and
Lecture
Program begins at 7:00 p.m.
on the 5th floor of the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Library.
The exhibition will be on view
January 25 through May 16.
Contact Charlene Duval
at cduval@cruzio.com.

Sparta Guide is provided free of charge
to students, faculty
and staff members.
The deadline for
entries is noon, three
working days before
the desired publication date. Space restrictions may require
editing of submission.
Entries are printed
in the order in which
they are received.
Submit entries online
at thespartandaily.
com or in writing at
DBH 209.
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Gov. assures economic upswing
Hank Drew
Senior Staff Writer
The current economic downturn and talk of high-speed rail
took center stage as Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger, flanked by his
choice for lieutenant governor,
addressed more than 200 people at the San Jose Silicon Valley Chamber of Commerce Annual Power Report Lunch last
Thursday.
“We are going to come back
economically,” Schwarzenegger
said. “We see already signs.”
He said that housing prices
seem to be on the rebound and
job losses are slowing.
“Jobs, jobs, jobs,” he said.
“That is the most important
things. We've got to create jobs
in California.”
Schwarzenegger said that
California would receive $2.3
billion from the federal government to help create a new highspeed rail system.
He said the train would run
from Anaheim to San Francisco
and would create up to 600,000
jobs throughout the state.
“I am very excited about that
because, as you know, for the
last 10 years the state has been

planning and working very hard
on the plan for high-speed rail,”
Schwarzenegger said. “The people have understood the difference between spending money
and investing in the future.”
He said California has received the highest share of the
$8 billion from the American
Recovery and Reinvestment
Act for high-speed intercity
rail because the state was further along in its plans than any
other.
According to Jan. 28 news
release, voters approved Proposition 1A in November 2008,
which provided $9.5 billion in
bonds to fund a down payment
on the system.
While the economy seems to
be recovering, Schwarzenegger
said the state should not take
this as a sign to spend.
“Eventually there's going
to be another decline economically,” he said. “I want to
make sure the state never goes
through this kind of disaster
again, because it is self inflicted
wounds, because the state of
California has never reformed
its tax system.”
State Sen. Abel Maldonado, a Republican from Santa

Maria, said he agreed with
Schwarzenegger's call for job
creation and said that reforming the state government would
help that cause.
Maldonado was recently announced by Schwarzenegger
on “The Jay Leno Show” as his
choice to replace outgoing Lt.
Gov. John Garamendi. Garamendi was recently elected to
Congress.
“Last night, we heard President Barack Obama talk about,
‘Can't we all just get along?’” he
said.
Maldonado said Proposition
11, which creates a commission
for drawing district boundaries,
and a move to open primaries
could change the behavior of
state legislature.
“Currently, today, we have
a system that causes hard right
and hard left,” he said. “When
you have that, you lose reason.”
One of the duties of lieutenant governor is to serve as a reagent for the University of California, Maldonado said.
“I’m here to tell you that it’s
the best university system in
the world,” he said. “And we
are going to keep it the best
university system in the world.

Chad Ziemendorf / Contributing Photographer

Calif. Gov. Schwarzenegger delivers his message as featured speaker at the
San Jose/Silicon Valley Chamber of Commerce “Power Report” luncheon event at the
Fairmont Hotel in downtown San Jose on Thursday
Because here in Silicon Valley,
if we have a good university system, we’re going to have a great
Silicon Valley.”
Larry Carr, associate vice
president of public affairs at
SJSU, said he did not hear
enough about funding the uni-

versity system.
“From all the leaders we
heard from today, if their number one goal truly is ‘Jobs. Jobs.
Jobs,’ as they say, then they
need to understand the role
that California State University system plays in that,” Carr

said. “We are the chief higher
education body that is responsible for educating people to be
able to have jobs in this state.
So, funding for that system is
truly the avenue and the path
to being able to create jobs in
California.”

SJSU professor looking ‘light-years away’ for discovery
Eric Austin
Staff Writer
Natalie Batalha, an associate professor of astronomy and
physics at SJSU, and her colleagues at NASA Ames Research
Center may be on the brink of
discovering a habitable, earthlike world orbiting a distant
star.
For the last ten years, Batalha
has been a co-investigator for the
Kepler Mission, which has been
designed specifically to hunt for

habitable planets orbiting stars
light-years away in the local region of the Milky Way Galaxy, as
well as understanding how these
planets came to be.
“The holy grail of the mission
is to find an Earth-sun analog,”
Batalha said. “We want to find a
place that looks like home.”
Batalha said she and her fellow investigators are looking for
planets in what astronomers call
the “Goldilocks zone,” which
is described as the distance
around the parent star that is

neither too hot nor too cold for
life to form.
On Jan. 4, 2010, at the
American Astronomical Society
in Washington, D.C., the Kepler Mission announced its first
positive results with the discovery of five new planets to add
to the current list of more than
400 known extrasolar planetary
bodies, according to a mission
update on the Kepler Mission’s
official Web site.
These newly found planets
are gas giants that are far more
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akin to Jupiter than to Earth
and are much too hot to satisfy a
Goldilocks planet, Batalha said.
She said it is these smaller,
cooler, Goldilocks planets that
will most likely be uncovered
in the next four years, when the
mission ends and the data has
been thoroughly processed.
The odds of finding another
Earth appears to be in the Kepler
Mission’s favor, Batalha said.
“There are scientific reasons
why we believe they are going to be common,” she said.
“Research shows the smallermassed planets, like Earth, are
more common than those with
larger masses.”
It is the small planets that are
the hardest to detect, Batalha
said.
“If we want to find an Earthsun analog, it will take another
three years,” she said. “Those
detections won’t come until the
end of the mission and then
another year for ground-based
follow-up observations.”
The Kepler Mission relies
upon the multimillion dollar Kepler space telescope, which was
launched into orbit on Mar. 6,
2009 to hunt for these celestial
siblings by maintaining an unblinking stare at a single portion
of the sky containing roughly
four-and-a-half million stars for
the three-and-a-half year duration of the mission, Batalha
said.
Prior to the launch of the Kepler telescope, Batalha’s job was
to help determine which portion
of the sky the telescope would
monitor and which stars would
be the target of observation, she
said.
“We only monitor about
170,000, but there are four-anda-half million to choose from,”
Batalha said. “And that was a
huge effort that took about four
years to figure out.”
With the Kepler telescope
constantly streaming data to
earth, the majority of Batalha’s
recent time has been spent
working on determining probable candidates, stars that show
promise of having observable
planetary systems to pass on
to ground-based observers for

Thomas Webb / Contributing Photographer

SJSU astronomy Professor Natalie Batalha works for
NASA’s Kepler Mission, looking for planets in distant solar
systems.
follow-up and confirmation, she
said.
While the Kepler Mission
has been Batalha’s number one
priority, leaving her no time to
teach classes this semester at
SJSU, her involvement in the
Kepler Mission is invaluable to
the university and to the department of physics and astronomy,
and her work has benefited students by opening up doors and
granting opportunities, said
Monika Kress, an assistant professor of astronomy.
Senior physics major Michael
Rucker, said he was fortunate
enough to be granted a part-time
position with the Kepler Mission
working on data analysis.
“It’s exciting,” Rucker said. “I
love the fact that I have the opportunity to be a part of it.”
He said Batalha’s involvement has been important to his
pursuit of a future in astrophys-

ics and astronomy.
“She’s been invaluable in my
growth as a scientist,” he said.
Batalha’s involvement in
such a well-known project also
garners exposure for the university, Kress said.
“Her leadership role in the
Kepler Mission means that SJSU
is more widely recognized as a
university that conducts cuttingedge research,” Kress said.
She said Batalha is an important asset to SJSU and her work
will continue to improve not
only in the status of the university’s position in the scientific
community, but the quality of
education provided by the university as well.
“These years spent working
full time on Kepler are an investment in her future as a professor that will pay off over the
25 to 30 years that she has left in
her career as a professor,” Kress
said. “It's an investment both on
her, but also on the part of the
university.
“I think it says a lot about our
administration at SJSU that they
appreciate the importance of research and understand that the
benefits pay off over very long
timescales, particularly in this
day and age of everyone wanting
instant results from their investments.”
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Play ‘6 Characters’ intends
to leave audience bewildered
REVIEW
Jillian Dehn
Staff Writer
Play director Amy Ryan said
she faced quite a challenge when
she set out to direct Italian writer Luigi Pirandello’s “6 Characters in Search of an Author,” an
SJSU television, radio, film and
theatre production.
Riddled with confusing dialogue and awkward situations,

Ryan’s “6 Characters in Search
of an Author” left something to
be desired.
The confusion began when
cast members came out and
introduced themselves to each
audience member.
The audience seemed to be
caught off guard by the swarm
of highly enthusiastic people,
and appeared to be further confused when the cast sat scattered
among the audience.
It was suddenly apparent that
the audience was overseeing a

A dramatic scene from the play “6 Characters in Search of an Author,”
directed by Amy Ryan.

RESTAURANT OF THE WEEK

rehearsal for an upcoming show,
when a director walked on stage
and announced that a role-play
exercise would begin shortly.
When the rehearsal was
interrupted by a group of sullen
looking individuals, you got the
sense that the play had finally
started.
The story that these characters begun to tell was riveting — filled with betrayal, death
and sex.
As an audience member, I
was drawn into the urgency the
characters were trying to portray while attempting to explain
just how real they were.
Frustration ran thick in the
air, because the “cast” just didn’t
take them seriously, and the
director was constantly trying to
dominate the situation by changing the facts of their story.
The story is indeed interesting, but I never really got a
true sense of what happened to
these characters.
The majority of the script
was taken up by the characters’
constant need to prove they
truly existed.

Actors from the play “6 Characters in Search of an Author,” premiered their show
on Feb. 29.
Ryan explained in an interview just how much work the
cast put into this production.
She had them participating
in acting workshops in order to
have them prepared to portray
the intensity of what the characters felt, and all their hard work
paid off.
Although the story lacked in
content, the emotion that the
characters felt was beautifully
translated to the audience.
When the father screamed in
exasperation, “We have no real-

ity outside this illusion,” I got a
true sense of just how trapped
his character felt within his
fictional world.
Despite the high-quality acting, the audience seemed once
again confused when the play
came to an abrupt end.
Just when all the questions
were starting to get answered,
the cast left the stage and the
lights went up.
Not knowing whether the play
was finished left the audience
sitting in confusion for several

minutes, as they were unsure if
the cast was going to return to
the stage.
Eventually, one brave soul
decided to stand up and put on
her jacket. This gesture gave the
rest of us the go-ahead to leave
as well.
In speaking with Ryan after
the show, she confessed that
confusion was exactly what
she wanted the audience to
have felt.
She definitely achieved the
effect she was going for.

Sa-By Thai tempts student to fork over cash

our glasses, which sat on bamboo coasters.
As I was talking to my friend about my day, in
mid-sentence I stopped and began to smile — No
Doubt’s “Don’t Speak” started playing through the
If I could have Thai food everyday, I would.
After Mexican food, Thai food is definitely my speakers. It’s like they knew I was coming, or at
favorite type of food to eat when I don’t feel like least who I used to be about 10 years ago.
Nonetheless, it was great.
cooking.
The waitress came back and took our order. We
Conveniently located about two-and-a-half
ordered the vegblocks from cametarian egg rolls as
pus on Eighth and
an appetizer, and I
East William Streets is
ordered the yellow
a cozy Thai restaucurry with tofu.
rant named Sa-By
This dish can
Thai Cuisine.
also be ordered
A great feature
with chicken, beef,
about the restaurant
pork or shrimp.
is that it is open until
Of course, I also
midnight seven days
had to order a Thai
a week.
iced tea. How can
I order from there
someone not go to
about once every
a Thai restaurant
two weeks and have
and not get a Thai
tried every vegetariPhoto by Jasmine Duarte/ Spartan Daily
iced tea?
an item on the menu,
A Thai iced tea is
The yellow curry dish from Sa-By Thai restaurant.
but my ultimate
a drink made from
recommendation is
strongly
brewed
its yellow curry.
As a friend and I sat down in the booth, I was black tea and is then sweetened with sugar and half
instantly relaxed by the walls’ burnt orange and and half which gives it a smooth and creamy look.
Thai iced tea is one of my favorite parts about
red colors and their beautiful and elaborate elgoing to Sa-By Thai. The spices of the black tea
ephant ornaments.
The waitress lit the blue candle that sat on each mixed with the creamy sweetness of half and half
table and poured water out of a steel pitcher into were a perfect pair.

Jasmine Duarte
Staff Writer

Photos by Nelson Aburto / Spartan Daily

The egg rolls soon followed. The egg rolls have
cabbage, carrots, onions and come with a spicysweet sauce. The egg rolls were warm and crunchy
and had a great savory taste to them.
The sauce also had carrots in it and chili seeds.
The sauce adds a sweet twist to the egg rolls.
My yellow curry finally arrived with a side order
of jasmine rice which I highly recommend ordering with the curry. I like to order my curry spicy,
but customers have the option of either ordering it
not spicy at all, or just mild.
The yellow curry includes yellow curry paste,
coconut milk, potatoes, carrots and white onions.
The coconut milk makes the curry sweet, but together with the spiciness, it sends my taste buds
into a frenzy.

When I say spicy, I mean spicy, so be up for
the challenge, because Sa-By Thai does not go
easy on the chili when customers ask for a meal to
be spicy.
Pouring some of the curry over the jasmine rice
is great and gives some texture to the meal, along
with the carrots and potatoes.
What I also love about Sa-By Thai is that an average plate there is about $8. The total bill for two
people which included two entrees, two Thai iced
teas and an appetizer came to a total of $26. The
service is very welcoming, and the ambiance is
very peaceful.
So when the ramen starts getting a little repetitive, gather about $10 and head over to
Sa-By Thai.
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Gymnastics team aims to
flip without flopping
Melissa Sabile
Staff Writer

Despite the departure of
three senior gymnasts last year,
the SJSU women’s gymnastics
team is looking forward to a
successful 2010 season.
“We have a very young team
this year,” head coach Wayne
Wright said. “Last year, we had
a very strong senior class. We
had Veronica Porte, who made
it all the way to the NCAA National Championships. She was
a very strong leader and it will
take time to fill that void.”
But this year, the gymnastics
team is expected to do just as
well, Wright said.
The Spartans (5-3) won the
team all-around their first meet
of the season, and have come in
second in the other three meets
against Western Athletic Conference opponents.
“It was hard losing the seniors, but we have a great team
atmosphere,” Wright said.
“They compete as a team and

they are always together.”
Being a member of the team
is just as important as getting
along with the teammates, especially for the gymnasts, said
senior Tiffany Louie.
“We are a very close-knit

“It’s been fun to be a part
of a team,” said Telles-Nolan,
who has competed in uneven
bars for the Spartans at all four
meets. “Club gymnastics is all
about the individual, but here
you compete for the team.”

“

“Our season’s gone well so
far. But we do have room for
improvements and individually we can each do better.”
.

Tiffany Louie
Senior
team,” Louie said. “We are always there for each other, we
cheer each other on, and we all
hang out outside of the gym.”
New to the team this year is
freshman Alyssa Telles-Nolan,
formerly of Gold Cup Gymnastics in Albuquerque, N. M.

Michelle Gachet / Spartan Daily

Katie Valleau practices her routine on balance beam Monday afternoon. SJSU returns to action on Saturday.

”

In gymnastics, there are four
events: vault, uneven bars, balance beam, and floor exercise.
In a college-level meet, six gymnasts compete per team on each
of the four events, but only five
scores count for the event total.
The judges throw out the lowest
score, Wright said.
“Our season’s gone well so
far,” Louie said. “But we do
have room for improvements
and individually we can each do
better.”
Sophomore Thomasina Wallace said she has high hopes
for herself and her teammates.
Last year, Wallace was the only
other gymnast to join Porte at
the NCAA National Championships.
“I’m hoping to do the same
this year,” Wallace said. “And
even take the team the whole
way too.”
Wallace, who competes in
all four events for the Spartans,
has already won the all-around
at three of the four meets this
season, and finished second in
the home opener on Saturday.
“I’m doing good,” Wallace

Michelle Gachet / Spartan Daily

Aubrey Lee and Jessica Khoshnood practice their routines on balance beam
Monday afternoon. The gymnastics team is 5-3 after its loss Saturday.
said. “But that doesn’t count for
anything. Our season so far is
decent. We all could be doing
better.”
“Every week we start off with
our goals,” said Gabby Targosz,
a senior beam and floor specialist. “We have a new goal
each week, and we spend the
week working up to reach those
goals.”
The gymnasts practice Monday through Friday in the Spartan Complex.
“Before a meet, we have what
is called a ‘show day’ or a ‘mock
meet’ where the girls do their
routines,” Wright said.
Based on their performance
throughout the week and how
well they do on show day,
Wright chooses the six gymnasts who will compete in each
event. But some of the gymnasts have already been faced
with setbacks.

“There have been a few injuries we have been nursing,”
Wright said. “Shanice Howard
was All-WAC on floor for 2009,
but she hasn’t competed floor
for us this season. Same with
Jessica [Khoshnood].”
On Saturday against Southern Utah, Khoshnood competed floor for the first time this
season and tied with Wallace
for fourth place with a score of
9.725. Lily Swann received a
9.75 for third place and Tiffany
Louie tied with Southern Utah’s

Elise Wheeler for first with a
score of 9.825.
“Beam went well,” Targosz
said, who scored a 9.725 on the
event. “We had a fall in the beginning but the rest of us picked
it back up. We went into the meet
with a goal for a team score of
193. We are proud we made the
score of 193.3, that’s two points
up from the last meet.”
The Spartans compete next
on Sunday at Stanford agains
Washington and Sacramento
State.

To see a slideshow of the
gymnastics team practicing go to

Spartandailysports.wordpress.com

Rachel Peterson / Spartan
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Cats vs. dogs,
an epic battle
There has been a battle for
many years between cat and dog
owners of which of the two pets
is better.
When I was younger, I wanted a dog. After being attacked
by a large dog, that desire quickly changed to cats.
Finally, for my 16th birthday,
my parents let me adopt a cat
from the Humane Society. Since
that day eight years ago, I’ve enjoyed the perks of having a cat.
Knight, my cat, has shown
me that cats can have some of
the same personality traits dogs
have.
Cats, similar to dogs, can
fetch small things, beg, do tricks
and comfort their owners.
Having a cat has been a great
pleasure.
Shortly after I adopted my
cat, I had five successive surgeries on my knees and was on bed
rest for months. During that
bed rest, Knight sat right above
my head on the arm of the couch
all the time, and aside from eating and going to the bathroom,
he stayed by my side to comfort
me.
He was my “Knight” in shining armor.
Knight, however, did have
some of the important cat personality traits. He became angry with me when I moved out,
became very jealous when my
brother brought a kitten home,
and finally started hissing after
another cat was in the house.
After moving back into my
parents’ house, he became better behaved and tried to please
me again by coming to me when
I called, allowing me to pet him,
and not terrorizing the kitten as
often.
Now, since I’ve moved out
again into a small apartment
downtown, he seems fine because I visit quite often, but I
wonder if he’d be okay if I decided to get a dog for safety at my
apartment.
Because, since the dog at-

Kristen Pearson
Staff Writer
tacked me years ago, I
have forgiven it because I
don’t believe dogs usually
attack their owners. And I have
once again found the perks of
having a dog.
Dogs are usually extremely
friendly. In fact, one of the
great things about dogs is they
don’t attack their owners —
they attack their owners’ attackers.
A major perk of having a
large dog would be safety. I
would feel safer leaving for
work at 4 a.m. if there was a
dog watching out for me. I
would feel safer going for a
run downtown if there was a
dog running with me. I would
feel safer walking to dinner if
there was a dog walking with
me.
Of course, there are other
perks. A dog owner always has
someone to walk or run with,
dogs are always happy to see
their owners, and dogs never
want anything more than to be
loved, fed and exercised.
Living downtown has given
me a new perspective on pet
ownership. I would need to
walk the dog every day for sure,
which could be interesting considering my insane schedule,
but I think it would be worth it,
just to have a dog around.
It would be a great comfort
to have a dog, but it is still a joy
to have my Knight waiting for
me at my parents’ house every
time I visit.

Comment online
about any of
the articles
published in the
Spartan Daily.
Visit us at theSpartanDaily.com

Man, Facebook seriously sucks
I’m just going to come on
out and say it — social networking Web sites are weird.
Calm down. I’m not saying
you’re weird for having a Facebook account. It’s just that
Facebook itself is weird, so …
Well, come to think, I guess
you are a bit weird for having
one. Sorry.
But wait. Don’t listen to
me, I’m your average run-ofthe-mill Luddite. I kicked and
screamed to delay my own
purchase of a cell phone — and
now, five years later, here I am,
with one snugly in my pocket
as I type.
It’s hard to stay too firmly
opposed to the times.
I heard someone, without
knowing it, tell the story of my
cell phone acquisition once.
Slow fade-in on a couple
of approaching elderly ladies
sitting in a restaurant, having
what could only be described
as pleasant conversation. We’ll
put tea on their table, because
I don’t remember what they
were actually having. Could
have been margaritas, but I
think tea helps the image, so
Mr. Lipton it will be.
In the background, a suspicious busboy by day, columnist by night, lurks, clearing a
nearby table and gaining the
eventual inspiration for this
column.
One lady spoke.
“There’s always resistance
when new technology comes.
It never lasts, because the new
technology is always better.
People have to come around.”
The other, who seemed not
to entirely agree, nodded politely.
I was a bit surprised and
refreshed to hear this lady say

Angelo Lanham
Yes, I Have a Point
that. It indeed described my cell
phone plight. And here I am,
adamantly refusing to succumb to social networking, only
because I think it’s creepy.
I said the same thing about
caller I.D. I was under the
impression it would lead to
obsessive call screening.
It did, but I still know who’s
calling me every time I pick up
the phone.
Another story. I have a
younger sister, who used to have
this thing called a diary.
A diary is a series of blank
pages, to be filled with one’s
inane thoughts — not unlike
those found in status updates —
bound together by a cover, typically leather, that is held closed
by — get this — a lock.
My sister’s diary, which, if
memory serves correctly, had
some unicorn on the front of
it, was big-time secret. If I had
picked the lock and read it, she
probably would have waited until I fell asleep and then poured
poison into my ears.
But my, my, my and my once
more how times have changed.
The same sister can now be
found cavorting around Facebook, posting vaguely coded
personal information for the
masses to read.

Not only does Facebook lack
a lock, but any blithering idiot
with enough fingers to type may
find out just how you’re feeling
today.
If your thought is “Ttyl hgry
rite now lolol” then this probably doesn’t matter a lot.
If you’re thinking “my bf is
sooooooo lame,” though, not so
much.
I can’t tell you how often I’ve
heard intellects discussing with
great surprise how mad their

a good mood that I started posing with lawn flamingos whilst
eating feathers out of a pillow
like chips out of a bag doesn’t
give you the right to take advantage of my new lease on life by
posting a picture, then tagging it
with my name.
Besides that, there are billions of people you used to know
who you’d probably prefer to
leave in the past, aren’t there?
Good luck with that one — every
time you log out, a series of pic-

And here I am, adamantly
refusing to succumb to social
networking, only because I
think it’s creepy.
friends have been to find out
how they really feel.
The effect was greater during
the MySpace days, when several
of these scholarly types would
rattle off on their so-called
MySpace blogs for all to read.
Don’t believe me? I had a girlfriend back in the MySpace days
who tossed info on her blog that
let me — and any creature with
an internet connection — know
what a putz I was.
Don’t get me wrong, I was
a putz. But did I want to read
about it in a bright pink font?
Answer = no.
Call me old-fashioned, but
I’m sort of fond of my privacy.
I don’t necessarily need everyone to know my build, religious
beliefs, relationship status, why
I’m online or what my favorite
movies and music albums are.
Don’t get me started on the
drunken pictures. Just because I
happen to drink myself into such

tures of “people you may know”
confronts you.
So what we have is an online
tattletale that forces you to take
up correspondence with Herman, who you thought you were
rid of for good when you got out
of middle school.
The Internet has given us
some great advances. We no longer have to pay postage to send a
letter, getting scammed can be
done more quickly and effortlessly than ever before, and access to porn for minors is at its
all-time easiest.
But am I the only one who
thinks waiving our right to privacy is a bit strange? That same
right the likes of Jennifer Aniston would kill to reclaim?
I don’t even like people knowing my middle name.
“Yes, I Have a Point,”
appears weekly on Tuesdays.
Angelo Lanham is a Spartan
Daily copy editor.

We deserve to have same-sex marriages
Three weeks into the
Proposition 8 trial — the trial
that will determine the fate of
same-sex couples in California
who are seeking the right to
marry — and there is still no
verdict.
It’s not really surprising —
after all, this is a highly controversial issue.
While there are many supporters of same-sex marriage
in California, the majority of
voters showed in November
2008 that they are not ready
to give up on their notions of
traditional marriage.
Because, with a divorce rate
among opposite-sex couples
hitting the roof, traditional
marriage is more important
than ever, right?
Traditional marriage must
be protected from people like
me — people who identify as
being gay, lesbian, bisexual,
transgender or queer — because, even if I have never really been given a fair chance at
marriage, I am still responsible
for its downfall.
Excuse my sarcasm, but
first of all, you don’t get to ruin

Anna-Maria Kostovska
Staff Writer
traditional marriage and then
blame it on me.
Secondly, if you are going to
stubbornly cling to a notion that
clearly has no validity, then you
had better come up with a good
argument.
What could possibly justify
denying a simple right, such
as that of marriage, to certain
people — in this case, same-sex
couples — while extending it to
others?
Not only are the arguments
not strong enough to justify
discrimination, but some don’t
make any sense.
According to an article posted by the Los Angeles Times on
Jan. 25, one argument stated

that allowing same-sex couples
to marry “would lead to … polygamy.”
I dare anyone to explain the
logic of that statement to me. If
you are successful in doing so
and have me convinced this is
a valid argument, then I promise you I will no longer support
same-sex marriage.
Chances are that will never
happen. More likely than not, I
will declare you ignorant and,
for lack of a better word, stupid.
LGBTQ people simply want
to marry one person, not several. Obviously there are always
going to be people who want
more after having been granted
a certain right, but that has more
to do with individual preference
than anything else.
Unfortunately, when it comes
to LGBTQ people, it seems the
actions of a few eccentric individuals have had a damaging
effect on the whole group.
I have lost count of how many
times, after revealing my sexuality, I have been accused of being
promiscuous. Another thing that
has happened more than once is
that people take for granted that
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I am open to all kinds of sexual
activities.
As much as I don’t want to
ruin anybody’s fantasies, I think
it’s about time you knew not all
lesbians and bisexual women act
like drunk college girls.
And, while I am at it, I might
as well spill the secret — not all
gays and bisexual men act like
those semi-naked men in the
San Francisco Pride Parade.
I know this because I have
spent a good part of my life being bisexual — therefore, I see
things differently than people
who have no connection to the
LGBTQ community.
Still, despite differences of
opinion, at the end of the day
I am like you, a person who is
trying to lead as much of a
normal life as possible.
But it’s not easy living in a reality in which I am considered to
be of inferior status.
And it certainly doesn’t make
things better to know all I can
do is wait for closed-minded
Californians to realize I am
human, too, and I deserve the
same rights as any other living
person.

OPINION PAGE POLICY
Letters to the editor maybe placed in the
letters to the editor box in the Spartan Daily
office in Dwight Bentel Hall, Room 209,
sent by fax to (408) 924-3282, e-mailed to
spartandaily@casa.sjsu.edu or mailed to the
Spartan Daily Opinon Editor, San Jose, CA
95192-0149.
Letters to the editor must contain the author’s
name, address, phone number, signature
and major. Letters become property of the
Spartan Daily and may be edited for clarity,
grammar, libel and length. Only letters of
300 words or less will be considered for
publication.
Published opinions and advertisements
do not necessarily reflect the views of the
Spartan Daily, the School of Journalism and
Mass Communication or SJSU. The Spartan
Daily is a public forum.
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